
Dates to Remember
Monday, September 25 

High School Open House 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

HS Students Dismissed  
Two Hours Early

 
Tuesday, September 26 
Middle School Open House 

6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
MS Students Dismissed  

Two Hours Early

Wednesday, September 27 
Elementary Center Open House 

6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
EC Students Dismissed  

Two Hours Early 
(AM Kindergarten Students 
Dismissed at Normal Time.  

PM Kindergarten Not in 
Session.)

Wednesday, October 11 
Board of Directors Meeting 
6:30 p.m. in the South Park  

High School Cafeteria

Friday, October 13 
No School for Students 

Staff Professional  
Development Day
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#NewAtSP
New Classes, Programs and Initiatives in Place for New School Year

We are nearly one month into the 2017-2018 school year. The new year brings new 
opportunities and exciting changes at all three South Park schools.

New at South Park High School
South Park High School added five new courses for the 2017-2018 school year, including one AP 
course and one honors course.

An honors anatomy and physiology class was added to benefit students interested in entering 
the medical field after high school. An AP economics class was added to prepare students 
interested in business-related fields after high school.

Introduction to game design is now an elective for South Park High 
School students. Students learn the history of game development, 
industry terminology and game theory. In the coming weeks, they 
will create their own original version of a game using the first steps 
of programing. The students’ game design studio is called Spark Tech 
Studios.

South Park High School also added creative writing and public 
speaking courses this school year.

A new student café opened on Thursday, September 21 at South Park High 
School. The café is staffed and operated by special needs students as part of 
their vocational programing. South Park High School students can help us 
name the new café by completing the form on the high school homepage.

All new weight room equipment was added at South Park High School to be 
used by students in weight training classes during the day and by student-    
athletes after school.

Students redesign classic Pong game 
in introduction to game design

The student-run café is open 
at South Park High School

Read more on page 3

SPHS Student Receives Award of Excellence after 
Attending Congress of Future Medical Leaders

SPHS Principal Dr. Palmer presents 
award of excellence to  

sophomore Corey Gooden

Sophomore Corey Gooden was recently presented an award of 
excellence by South Park High School Principal Dr. David S. Palmer 
for attending the Congress of Future Medical Leaders in Boston, 
Massachusetts over the summer. The congress is an academic honors 
program. Students must have a 3.5 GPA or higher to attend.

While at the congress, Corey was taught by leaders in the medical 
field and mentored by prominent medical school leaders. Corey also 
had the chance to watch a live surgery.

Congratulations, Corey!

Support the Eagles
The SPHS Prom Committee is holding 
an apparel sale through October 1. 
Click here to visit the store.

Support the South Park High School 
boys’ basketball team at Spirit Night at 
the Pleasant Hills Chick-fil-A. Twenty 
percent of all sales from 5 to 8 p.m. on 
Thursday, September 28 goes to the 
team.

http://sparksd.org
mailto:communications%40sparksd.org?subject=
http://facebook.com/SouthParkSchools
http://facebook.com/SouthParkSchools
http://twitter.com/SPSDInfo
http://instagram.com/SouthParkSchoolDistrict
http://twitter.com/SPSDInfo
http://instagram.com/SouthParkSchoolDistrict
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4Dy1pt2YZRl5ALVGkiTjPaPfGk-Jdzml2RzDqT9l8JoWL_g/viewform
https://sphsfallsale2017.itemorder.com/sale
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Community Day 2017
South Park Township’s Community Day was held on Saturday, September 16. The weather was 
beautiful, and the parade route was packed. South Park students, teachers, staff members, 
administrators and board members participated in the festivities.

High School Students Train with Steelers at Camp of Champions
It’s not every day that you get to play catch with a Pittsburgh Steelers 
player. But that was the unique opportunity several South Park 
High School students had at the fifth annual Camp of Champions at 
Elizabeth Forward High School on Tuesday, September 19. 

Camp of Champions teaches football skills and emphasizes the 
importance of exercise. Students had the choice to either run 
through football drills or cheer with the squad. The drills included 
passing, catching and kicking. 

Pittsburgh Steelers Anthony Chickillo, Xavier Grimble, Tyler 
Matakevich and Jerald Hawkins were there to train with the students 
and teach them a few things about football.

To see a video from Camp of Champions, click here.

First Graders 
Celebrate  

Dot Day
Friday, September 15 was 
Dot Day, based on Peter 
H. Reynolds’ book The Dot. 
The Dot is about finding the 
courage to make your mark. 
Superintendent Wayne 
Gdovic read The Dot to 
students. The students sang 
along to The Dot Song and 
participated in several dot 
activities.

https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/videos/1605267779536845/
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Continued from page 1

New at South Park Middle School
The South Park School District bolstered the music and arts programs at South Park Middle School 
for the 2017-2018 school year.

Three new music appreciation classes were added for students in fifth, sixth and seventh grades. 
The courses were added to equip students with a better understanding and appreciation of music 
and to possibly spark a new interest in music. The classes provide instruction in music history and 
the elements of music. For the first time at South Park Middle School, 
students in seventh and eighth grades are able to join the newly formed 
jazz band.

Students in fifth through eighth grades now have the opportunity to participate in an exploratory 
language independent study program through Duolingo. Students can choose one of three 
languages (French, German or Spanish). Each student’s progress is monitored by middle school 

administrators who will offer incentives throughout the year to 
encourage participation.

A personal fitness class has been added for seventh and eighth grade students. This new class is 
designed to give students the confidence and ability to set and work towards their own fitness goals 
through weight training and cardio games. The personal fitness class takes place in the brand new 
fitness center at the newly renovated South Park Middle School.

Music appreciation class  
at South Park Middle School

South Park Middle School Jazz Band

Personal fitness class

New at South Park Elementary Center
This is the second year students in third and fourth grades will use Chromebooks in the classroom and at home. This year, they 
will utilize three programs to enhance their educational experience. Students will earn incentives for their participation in the 
programs.

Students can study French, German or Spanish through Duolingo. Prodigy reinforces math lessons 
through fun and engaging games. No Red Ink helps students to strengthen the grammar and writing 
skills they learn in ELA classes.

Art meets technology in the art classes at South Park Elementary Center this year. For one project, 
some students will use Sphero robotic balls to create Jackson Pollock-type artwork.

Technology will also be used in fourth grade science classes. Students will use Sphero robots to learn 
about forces of motion, problem solving and coding this year. 

Fourth grade students who have 
participated in Duolingo, Prodigy and No 

Red Ink programs

SPEC Students Salute Heroes
The annual Hero Day was held at South Park Elementary 
Center on Monday, September 11. The event, organized by the 
South Park Elementary Center PTO, gives students in second 
and third grades the opportunity to meet those who protect 
and serve our community, learn more about their work and 
thank them for their service.

South Park Township Police, Tri Community South EMS, the 
Broughton Volunteer Fire Department, the Library Volunteer 
Fire Department, Allegheny County Police, Pennsylvania State 
Police, and the Office of the Attorney General participated in 
Hero Day.
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October Board 
Meeting 

Rescheduled 
for October 11

Homecoming Court Announced

The South Park School 
District Board of Directors’ 
regular meeting on 
Thursday, October 12, 2017 
has been rescheduled for 
Wednesday, October 11, 
2017 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
South Park High School 
cafeteria.

The South Park High School Homecoming Court has been announced. The homecoming 
football game is on Friday, September 29 at 7:00 p.m. The game will be played at Ringgold High 
School. The dance will be held on Saturday, September 30.

Zoey Antantis, Jamie Larner, Molly Saylor, Miranda Scanlon and Stephanie Villa 

Dayne Fabus, Vincent Ferrelli, Jacob Linder, Stephen Moore and Marcus Mosesso 

Middle School 
Students 

Participate 
in Pillowcase 

Challenge
Kids at Children’s Hospital 
in Pittsburgh will soon 
be receiving some fun 
pillowcases thanks to 
students at South Park 
Middle School. Students 
participated in the 
Pillowcase Challenge in their 
family and consumer science 
classes. The challenge’s 
goal is to get one million 
pillowcases donated to 
charities and organizations 
across the country. 

Eighth Grade Students Get a Glimpse  
of the Friday Night Lights

When the Eagles played Derry at Baldwin High School on September 22, there were some new 
faces in the South Park High School marching band. It was move-up night for a dozen eighth 
grade students. The eighth graders joined the marching band for the national anthem and alma 
mater on the field. They also played with the band during the game in the stands. 

Learn More about SmartSTART  
at Open Houses This Week

Representatives from the Allegheny Intermediate Unit will be on hand to provide information 
about the SmartSTART program at all open houses this week. SmartSTART grants emergency 
teaching certifications to those who already have a bachelor’s degree, but are not certified 
teachers.  SmartSTART offers flexible scheduling, professional training, valuable experience and 
an opportunity to have a positive impact on kids.

To learn more about the SmartSTART program, call the South Park School District administration 
office or click here.

http://www.sparksd.org/Administration/south_park_school_district_employment_openings/smart_s_t_a_r_t_substitute_program
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South Park School District
2005 Eagle Ridge Drive 
South Park, PA 15129

(412) 655-3111

S t r e n g t h e n i n g  m i n d s . 
P o w e r i n g  f u t u r e s .

The South Park School District’s 
mission is to provide an educational 

atmosphere where all students 
have opportunities to discover 

their talents, develop their abilities 
and achieve the expectations 
embedded in our educational 

program to become responsible 
and productive members of society.

John Innocenti
 President     

Frank Wentzel
Vice President    

 
Mary Arrigo 

Treasurer

Lorraine Blackburn

David E. Palmer

Wayne Perry

Nicholas Rudolph

Patrick Sable

Norman Solomon

Board of Directors

The South Park School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, age, sex, disability or 
any other legally protected classification 

in its education programs, activities or 
employment practices. Announcement 

of this policy is in accordance with 
state and federal laws including Title 
IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title 

IX of the Educational Amendments 
of 1972, Sections 503 and 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age 

Discrimination Act of 1975, the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990 and the 

Pennsylvania Human  
Relations Act.

An Apple a Day...
Students in first and second grades celebrated Johnny Appleseed Day last week. First graders 
were each given an apple and helped to make applesauce. Second grade students learned 
about the history of Johnny Appleseed before tasting four different kinds of apples and 
choosing their favorite. A special thanks to Trax Farms for providing the apples for the first grade 
students. 

Video/Audio Recording on School Buses
The use of video and audio recording equipment supports efforts to maintain discipline and to 
ensure the safety and security of all students, staff, contractors and others being transported on 
contracted school buses or vehicles. To read the entire video/audio recording policy (#810.2), 
click here.

Students taste different kinds of apples That was a sour bite!

Students have fun  
on Johnny Appleseed Day

Students stop for a picture  
while making applesauce

Students make applesauce 
to enjoy later in the day

http://www.boarddocs.com/pa/spar/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=AFBHP649691B

